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In Bengal the most interesting aspect is the development
of village self-government by means of the village authorities.
In July 1917, a Bill was framed by the Government of Bengal
to  create   village   committees   vested
with the duty of managing communal
village affairs, and entrusted with powers of self-taxation
necessary for the purpose. Judicial powers, both civil and
criminal, are to be conferred upon selected village committees
or selected members of them. The sanction of the Govern-
ment of India for the introduction of the Bill has been
obtained, and at the tifne of writing it is still under discussion
in the Bengal Legislative Council. In general the local self-
government institutions of Bengal have exhibited progress
during the period under review. There are many complaints,
it is true, of apathy and neglect of business on the part of.
Municipal Commissioners and members of local boards. It
is stated that there is insufficient attention to the detail
and the drudgery of administration, and in some boards
at least there have been serious abuses. The incidence of
taxation, which is; very light, averaging about 3s. per head
of the population* fell slightly, and it was noticed that only
about one-sixth of the municipal population paid rates at all.
The natural consequence is a general inefficiency of local service,
and an inadequate revenue to the local bodies.
In the Madras Presidency there were complaints that out-
side Madras itself, nearly 100' meetings
a   as*                of  boards  had to  be  adjourned  for
want of a quorum, and that the average attendance of councillors
continued to decrease towards the region of 50 per cent. The
Indian edited press grumbled that the progress of local
self-government was extremely slow, and sought to refute the
criticisms brought against the local bodies by the statement
that the non-official members, both elected and nominated,
were mere puppets in the hands of the officials. But it is to
be noticed that both the revenue and the expenditure of local
bodies throughout the Presidency increased, and the suma
disbursed upon sanitation-, education, roads, hospitals, and
other miscellaneous public improvements, rose considerably,